of the City of Hyderabad with four grand trunk roads running from its base.
Each side of the building measures one hundred feet, and the pit of the
ornamental arches is fifty feet from the ground, while the minarets which
rise to a height of one hundred and eighty four feet spring from the
abutments of open arches facing the four cardinal points* It was erected in
1591 A. D. by Mohammad Quli Qutub Shah, the fifth in descent from Sultan
Quli Qutub Shah, the founder of the Qutub Shahi dynasty of Golconda*
It is said that this philanthropic prince spent large sums of money from his
private purse in the construction of this and other public buildings. It is
not known exactly why this edifice was raised, but some say it was for the
purpose of commemorating the deliverance of the city from some pestilence.
During the occupation of the city by the Moghals in 1687 A. D., one of the
minarets was struck by lightning and its reconstruction cost Rs* 60,000*
(according to the present day value of money it would amount
to Rs. 1,80,000). Monsieur Bussy, the French General, and his troops
occupied the building in 1756 A. D*

This beautiful quadrangular edifice, standing in the centre of the City
upon four grand arches of great solidarity, and challenging the eye of every

Another view of the Osmania Park on the River Musi.
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